
 
 

DRAFT 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FOR IMPLEMENTING AN 

INTEGRATED NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PLAN  
FOR NIAGARA FALLS AIR RESERVE STATION, NEW YORK   

 
Pursuant to the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations (40 Code of Federal Regulations 
[CFR] Parts 1500–1508) for implementing the procedural provisions of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) (42 United States Code [U.S.C.] 4321 et seq.); 32 CFR 989, Environmental Impact 
Analysis Process (EIAP), as amended; and the U.S. Air Force (USAF) Environmental Impact Analysis 
Process, the Air Force Reserve Command (AFRC) has conducted an Environmental Assessment (EA) of 
the potential effects associated with implementing an Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan 
(INRMP) at Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station (ARS), New York.  This INRMP has been prepared in 
accordance with the provisions of the Sikes Act (16 U.S.C. 670a et seq.) and Air Force Instruction 32-
7064 (Integrated Natural Resources Management). 

Proposed Action.  Niagara Falls ARS proposes to implement this INRMP, which supports the 
management of natural resources as described by the Plan itself.  The purpose of the Proposed Action is 
to continue several management programs currently in place and to carry out the set of resource-specific 
management measures developed in the INRMP.  This would enable Niagara Falls ARS personnel to 
effectively manage the use and condition of natural resources on the installation without negatively 
affecting the military mission.  Implementation of the Proposed Action would support Niagara Falls 
ARS’s continuing need to ensure the safety and efficiency of the flying mission while practicing sound 
resource stewardship and complying with environmental policies and regulations.   

The Proposed Action supports an ecosystem approach and includes natural resource management 
measures to be undertaken on Niagara Falls ARS, New York.  The Proposed Action focuses on a 5-year 
planning period, which is consistent with the time frame for the management measures described in the 
INRMP.  This planning period will become effective upon the date of the last signatory and shall continue 
in full force for a period of 5 years.  Additional environmental analysis may be required as new 
management measures are developed during annual reviews of the INRMP, or over the long term (i.e., 
beyond 5 years).  The INRMP may be revised and updated at the end of the 5-year planning period. 

Alternatives.  The development of proposed management measures for the INRMP included a screening 
analysis of resource-specific alternatives.  The screening analysis involved the use of accepted criteria, 
standards, and guidelines, when available, and best professional judgment to identify management 
practices for achieving Niagara Falls ARS natural resource management objectives.  The outcome of the 
screening analysis led to the development of the Proposed Action as described above.  Consistent with the 
intent of NEPA, this screening process focused on identifying a range of reasonable resource-specific 
management alternatives and, from that, developing a plan that could be implemented, as a whole, in the 
foreseeable future.  Management alternatives deemed to be infeasible were not analyzed further.  As a 
result of the screening process, the EA, which has been included as an integral part of this INRMP, 
formally addresses two alternatives:  the Proposed Action (i.e., implementation of the INRMP) and the 
No Action Alternative. 

No Action Alternatives.  Implementation of the No Action Alternative means that the proposed 
management measures set forth in the INRMP would not be implemented.  Current management 
measures for natural resources would remain in effect and existing conditions would continue.  This 
document refers to the continuation of existing (i.e., baseline) conditions of the affected environment, 
without implementation of the Proposed Action, as the No Action Alternative.  The No Action 



Alternative serves as a benchmark against which Federal actions can be evaluated.  Inclusion of a No 
Action Alternative is prescribed by CEQ regulations and, therefore, the No Action Alternative has been 
analyzed in this EA. 

Factors Considered in Determining that No Environmental Impact Statement is Required.  The EA 
that is incorporated by reference into this Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) examines potential 
effects of the Proposed Action and the No Action Alternative on resources and areas of environmental 
concern that could be affected by implementing the INRMP.  These include environmental setting; 
climate; air quality; noise; topography; geology; soils; water resources; wetlands; riparian habitat; 
terrestrial ecosystems; fauna; endangered, threatened, and rare species; land use; facilities; hazardous and 
toxic materials; socioeconomic resources; and environmental justice.  Implementation of the Proposed 
Action would result in either no effects, minor adverse effects, or short- and long-term beneficial effects 
on identified resources and areas of environmental concern.  

Findings.  Based on the results of the EA, it is determined that implementation of the Proposed Action 
would have no significant direct, indirect, or cumulative impacts on the quality of the natural or human 
environment.  Implementation of the INRMP would be expected to improve existing conditions at 
Niagara Falls ARS as shown by the potential for beneficial effects.  The Proposed Action would enable 
Niagara Falls ARS to continue to achieve its goal of maintaining ecosystem viability and ensuring 
sustainability of desired military training conditions.  Because there would be no significant 
environmental impacts resulting from implementation of the Proposed Action, an Environmental Impact 
Statement is not required and will not be prepared. 
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