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Commanders Column

By Maj. Mark Crisafulli
914th LRSCommander

_ November marksmy 21¢
anniversary inthe USAIr Force. Sixteen
yearsof that time hasbeen spent hereat
NiagaraFalsinvariousroles. Asanew
squadron commander, | look back onall
thoseyearshereremembering all of the
peoplewho | haveworked with. So
many have come and gone, afew have
been herethrough thewholetime, but all
insomeway have had animpactinmy
lifeunlikeanything that occursinthe
cavilianworld.

Thecharacteristic of theNiagara
FalsAirmanthat hasimpressed memost
over theyearshasawaysbeentheability
to cometogether and get thejob done,
no matter what the obstacles. Timeand
timeagain weseethisevidentinour
wings ability to deploy and performinan
outstanding manner during war, contin-
gency operations, exercisesor inspec-
tions. Inall of these successful ventures,
the capability of the men and women of
the 914 AW to work asateam has
played acritical role. We haveall seenor
heard of examplesof unitsthat do not
act asateam, and theresults of that
deficit dmost dwaysresultsinlessthan
spectacular outcomes. Inour lineof
work thiscan bedisastrous.

Withthatinmind, | chalenge
newcomersto thewing and seasoned
914" airmen adiketo constantly examine
your motivations. Why areyou making
thedecision you are making or taking
theactionyou aretaking? Who will the
outcome benefit?Will it help or hurt the
team or mission accomplishment?
Persona goa sareimportant to our
careers. However, the outcome can be
gresatly enhanced whenthosegoalsare
pursued intandem and consideration to
the success of thewing or unit and not
just the next promotion or award.

ThisUTA, many groupswill get
the opportunity to work and compete as
teamsintheskillschalengeandtoenjoy
each other’scompany during the Combat
Dining In. Havefun with these eventsand
takethischanceto strengthen your
teamd!

>oMBAT Dinine IN

Welcome to the Combat Dining In
Saturday, 1 November

@ @700 Hangar 707
W e
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DINNER PROMPTLY @ 1830
THOU SHALL NOT BE LATE

Attire: Any military uniform, past present or future.

Tickets- Officer: $10 Enlisted: $5
Moreinfo: Contact Capt. Al Knapp Ext. 2124
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Unigue enlistment at the falls

Story by Master Sgt. Peter Borys
Photosby Mr. MikeHarvey

Therewas amass enlistment
of approximately 30 men and women
recently that took placein aunique
setting. The enlisteeswerejoined by
family, friendsand fellow unit mem-
bers of the 914th Airlift Wing. The
environment for thisevent included the
914" color guard, aboard one of the
famous“Maid of theMist” tour boats
and of course the World famous
Niagara Falls asthe backdrop.

Federal law requires every-
one who enlists or re-enlistsin the
Armed Forces of the United States
to take the enlistment oath. The oath
of enlistment into the United States
Armed Forcesisadministered by any
commissioned officer to any person
enlisting or re-enlisting for aterm of
sarviceinto any branch of themilitary.

Theoathistraditionally per-
formed in front of the United States
and other flags, such asthe stateflag,
military branch flag, or unit guidon.
Dating back to the Revolutionary War,
the Continental Congress established
different oathsfor the enlisted men of
the Continental Army. Thefirst oath
was voted into law on 14 June 1775
as part of the act creating the Conti-
nental Army.

Thefirst oath under the Con-
stitution was approved by an Act of
Congress 29 September 1789. It ap-
plied to all commissioned officers,
noncommissioned officersand pri-
vates in the service of the United
States. It camein two parts, thefirst
of which read: “I, (Individual’s
name)., do solemnly swear or af-
firm (asthe case may be) that I will
support the constitution of the
United Sates.” The second part
read: “ I, (Individual’s name)., do
solemnly swear or affirm (as the
case may be) to bear true allegiance
to the United States of America,
and to serve them honestly and
faithfully, against all their enemies
or opposer s whatsoever, and to ob-
serve and obey the orders of the
President of the United Sates of
America, and the orders of the of-
ficersappointed over me.” The next
section of that chapter specified that
“the said troops shall be governed by
the rules and articles of war, which
have been established by the United
Statesin Congress assembled, or by
such rulesand articles of war asmay
hereafter by law be established.”

The 1789 enlistment oath was
changed in 1960, by amendment, to
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Title 10, with theamendment (and cur-
rent wording) becoming effectivein
1962. Typicaly, theoathisadminis-
tered by ajunior officer, and on spe-
cia events, such asthis, it canbegiven
by commanders and generals. The
officer swearinginthegroup was 914"
Airlift Wing Commander, Col.
Reinhard Schmidit.

“1I’m extremely proud to be
administering the oath to these fine
men and women who have taken a
step forward and are answering the
call to serve their nation,” he said.
“They will jointheranksof other Citi-
zenAirmenwho arethefinest, highly
trained, and motivated fighting force
intheworld. We also appreciate the
continued support fromtheir families,
the community, and employers in
Western New York,” added the Colo-
nel.

Senior Master Sgt. Pasguale
Muoio, 914thAirlift Wing senior
recruiter said hisofficeplanstodo
another massenlistment again next
October.

Above: Base Honor Guard posefor
photoswith American Fallsinthe
background. Left: New recruit (cen-
ter) AIC Jose Riveraposeswith family
membersand Col. Schmidt for that
memorable moment. 3



Local Wood Carver Group Shows Their Appreciation for
Wounded Vets

Sory and photos by
Master Sgt. Peter Borys

gesturefor the wounded veter-
ans sacrifice, but can be put to
practical useaswell. “We've
had vets proudly placethem up
ontheir mantle abovetheir fire-
place,” stressed Kraft.

When possible, the

about agroup of carversfrom Okla-
homadoing thisvery samething. It
was starting to get very big across
the country, so | made afew contacts
inquiring how our group could get in-
volved,” said Kraft. “ Thetroublewas

They’ve been doing this
since 2005: creating some of the
most beautiful hand crafted wood
carvingsanywhere. They arenot for

sale, but are instead created as a
labor of loveto show their appre-
ciationtolocal wounded veterans
free of charge.

The Rainbow Carvers of
Lewiston/NiagaraFalls, N.Y. are
asmall group of about 20 individu-
als, somearevetsfrom WWII and
Viet Nam, and some are not. One
thing they all have in common,
though, istheir talent for carving
beautiful designs out of wood, and
their appreciation for veterans.

Retired New York Air
National Guard Master Sgt. Ron
Kurek and retired Air Force Tech-
nical Sgt. Ron Kraft are just two
of thememberswho volunteer their
timeto createfree of charge eagle
head canesto any veteran who was
wounded during war —including
those wounded in Afghanistan and
Iraq. The canesareall handcrafted
out of theavailable Basswood from
old shovel handles and branches,
and are then transformed into
worksof art. “Weusewhat isavail-
able to us” said Ron Kurek. To
make them more personal, many of
the canes have the name, rank,
branch of service, unit, and thedate
and location of the incident in-
scribed on them.

“l saw anarticleinamaga
zine about 2 %2 to 3 years ago

“We' ve had vets proudly
place them up on their

mantle above their fireplace”

-Tech Sgt. (Ret.) Ron Kraft

finding out who needed them and
how to distributethem,” added Ron
Kurek. It wasrecommended to us
tokeepit withinthestate. “That's
when we approached the Niagara
Falls Air Reserve Station and
spoke with the commander to see
if they could help usin spreading
theword,” said Kurek.
Thecarvingsareal doneat
the senior’s center in Lewiston.
The canesare meant asasymbolic

Rainbow Carvers present the
handcrafted cane to the
wounded vet in person. The
group islooking to expand by
bringingin new members. If you
would liketo help by donating
your timeor materials, thegroup
meets once on Thursday morn-
ings at 0900 hours at the
L ewiston Senior Center. If you
know awounded vet that isde-
serving of thissymbolic gesture,
please call Ron Kraft at 716-
695-7638 or Ron Kurek at
716-791-3187. Proof of

Purple Heart decorationisre-
quired.
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NIAGARA FALLS AIR FORCE HONOR GUARD

To Honor with Dignity

Honor, honesty, fairness, and integrity. Theseare
big wordsthat are not taken lightly by the members of the
NiagaraFallsHonor Guard.

TheAir Force Reserve Command has established an "
Active Guard Reserve (AGR) position here at the NiagaraFalls
Air Reserve Station to deal with the growing number of de-
ceased Air Force veteransin Western New York. The Greatest
Generation WW Il veterans are now passing on at an accel erat-
ing rate, asare veterans of the Korean and Vietnam conflict.

In response to these deaths, Congress passed alaw
mandating that all deceased military membershbeeligibleto
receive military honorsat their funerals. TheNiagaraFalls
Honor Guard isready to insurethat these honorsare provided
with dignity and precision.

The honor guard performs more than 200 detailsayear,
toincludemilitary, colors, and flag folding ceremonies.
TheHonor Guardislooking for Air Force memberswho will
commit for one year and assist up to two daysamonth and
come on ordersto perform these ceremonies.

Each member will go through a5 day classand be
issued an Honor Guard ceremonia uniform. For moreinforma-

tion, please go to our Web Page,
http://www.914services.com/honor/ or call Master Sgt. Jon
Saunders at 716-236-3182.

L WaTiae:

=
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The Chaplains’ Corner

“Remembering ...”

By Chaplain Captain Jim Bastian
November isamonth of
remembering. Inthe Catholic
tradition November beginswitha
holy day of obligation—All Saints
Day. Itisacelebrationto
remember thosethat have been
outstanding infaith. Thenext day,
November 2nd, weremember the
rest of us, the poor soulson“All
SoulsDay.” A prayer that | pray
after my dinner medl is*May the
soulsof thefaithful departed
throughthemercy of Godrestin
peace.” | anusudly inagrateful
condition being that my immediate

Later inthemonth our nation
commemoratesasacred day on
November 11th, Veteran’'sDay. Maybe
you can find aservice near whereyou
livetoremember al veteran’s, livingand
deceased. We arein debt to thosewho
have served our country. Asamember
of Erie County American Legion | will
play TAPS onmy trumpet and offer
prayersat Forest Lawn Cemetery in
Buffalo. Pleaseremember to noticeand
thank aveteran.

Thanksgiving Day isa
remembranceof thefirst autumn harvest
inthe“new” land. Andyou might pray
“Blessus, O Lord, for theseyour gifts,
whichweare about to receive, from

Chaplain, Captain Jim Bastain

needswerejust met, so| liketo your bounty ... Amen!” Thebounty of | '1'.

remember thosethat could usea the Earth may remind you of God's | X |

boost into heaven. | remember abundanceandthegiftsweareinvited to '

my Dad explainingit very smply share. May you gather with family and

“We help thosethat can’'t help friends; and remember theoneswho are -

themselvesanymore.” Plainly, he away from home, perhapsover-seas, 1 :

continued, “ They need our help.” perhapsaoneor inharm’sway. May ‘P‘: :

| liketo help, and it takesthe God blessand protect them aswe ety NN

beautiful human gift of memory. Is remember their sacrifice. RN

there someoneyou could/should Shalom (peace), . '

remember inprayer? Chaplain (Fr.Jim) Bastian

Niagara Hosts Civic Leader TOUl s s omm

ONE NAME-ONE MEMBER-ONE FORCE!

YOU GET MORE FROM
GET ONE NOW
STARTING TODAY!

* You now can choose your Get One Now award.

* The more awards you earn, the more the value of the awards increases —
from satellite radios to laptop computers.

* Submit referrals any time at Get1Now.us. Awards are totaled
between 1 October 2008 and 30 September 2009.

= Forgot your password? Call 877-786-2372.

Early in October many of the 914" Airlift Wing's group commanders took
Western New York civic leadersto Georgia. Thetrip included atour of
DobbinsAir Force Base, and Lockheed Martin factory where both the 914th
Airmen and civic leaders had the opportunity to see how the tools are made
to help complete the Air Force mission. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Joseph McKee)

Go to Get1Now.us! See a complete list of awards today!
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Around Niagara...

Senior Master Sgt. Stephen Trosterud (left) and Major Dwight Meese (center) arethefirst customersat the new
914th mediacenter located in building 206. Far right isMr. Mike Harvey, aL ockheed Martin multimedia contrac-
tor. The new center will be handling all passport photos and other type of mediarequests. Any requestsfor ser-
vicesrequirean AF form 833 located on the AF Portal, 914th Page, Photos & graphics Link. Once completed, e-
mail to Mr. Mike Harvey and Master Sgt. Peter Borys 914th Public Affairs. Please have all requestsfor UTA
support in no later than 48hrs.prior to the training weekend. The hours of operation are Mon-Fri including UTAS
0715-1600hrs. For moreinformation call ext. 2345. Photo by Master Sgt. Peter Borys

Niagarato Host Civilian Job Fair

[ la

i

Thefair will invitelocal businesses on baseto recruit our members,

their spouses and adult children who arelooking for civilian work. The914th Aeromedica Evacuation
Thefair will beheld on Saturday of the January UTA. Everyone Squadron's 30-year reunion dinner party
attending should have aResuméavailabl e to speak to employers. washeld at the Falcon Club herere-
Employers anticipate conducting someinterviews on the spot. For cently. Over 150 people attended,

any questionscall or writeto Col. Mark Murphy including guest speaker Brig. Gen. Wade
mark.murphy@niagarafalls.af.mil or Command Chief Steven Farris(pictured above) and many who
Larwood at Steven.larwood@niagarafalls.af.mil. servedintheunit past and present.

OCTOBER 2008
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Heimbuck KatelynR.
Indelicato, Maegen M.

Promotions

Did, Matthew S.  Lindstrom, Julianna

Dudek, Joseph D. Nedimyer, Andrew S.
Wallick, Zachary C.

Gender, Taral.

Kester, Peter D.

Nunez, Anthony J.
Schlueter, Derek A.

Fjakowski, Arthur
Reid, Victor D. Jr.

Unit Vacancies

The Webpagefor viewingjob
announcementsand applyingis
located at

https./ww2.af pc.randol ph.af.mil/
resweb/ (for current federal AF
employees) or
www.afrc.af.mil/jobs (for ART
positions). All external gpplicants
need to

apply through USA Jobsat
WWW.Uusgj obs.opm.gov <http:/
WWW.Usgjobs.opm.gov/> .
Therulesfor gpplying for civil service
positions can be complicated or
confusing, soif you or someoneyou
know isinterested, they should
contact

the Civilian Personnel Officeat 236-
2218 or 2205

WING:

Admin SupportAsst (ART), GS
303-05 (PublicAffairs)

Budget Anayst, GS-560-11

Drug Demand Reduction Specidigt,
GS-301-09

OPERATIONS:

Aircraft Loadmaster (Instructor) (ART),

GS-2185-09

M1SSION SUPPORT GROUP:
Firefighter , GS-0081-06/07 (severa
positions)

Environmenta Engineer, Y D-0819-02
Police Officer, GS-0083-05

Training Technician, GS-1702-05

Automotive Equipment Dispatcher, GS-

2151-05

Recreation Assistant, GS-0189-04
Facilities ServicesAsst, GS-1603-07
Civil Engineer, Y D-810-02
Accounting Tech, GS-525-05

Human Resources Specialist, YA-201-
02

MAINTENANCE SQUADRON:
Aircraft Mechanic (ART), WG-8852-
10

LogigticsEnvironmental Specidist, GS-
301-09

Aircraft Mechanic Supv (ART), WS-
8852-09

Aircraft Engine Mechanic Supv (ART),
WS-8602-09

Electronic Integrated SystemsMech
(ART), WG-2610-12

Name: Everett M. Myrick

Unit: 914 LRS

Job Title: Knowledge Operations
Management

Timein service: 13 years
Timeat NFARS: Syears
Hometown: Buffalo, New York

Favorite Sports: Football, hockey,
bowling

Hobbies Timewithfamily, fishing,
camping

FavoriteTDY: | would haveto say
Kessder AFB for Information
Management-Tech School
training whichisnow called
Knowledge Operations
Management. | enjoyedthis
because of the interaction
with civilian and military
personal. Being prior service
fromtheArmy, theexperience
being initiated into the Air
Force community wasvery
exating.
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